
5th Annual Conference 
Sheraton, Downtown Phoenix, AZ

Saturday March 25th, 2023



Agenda

 Program

Welcome Remarks NHPA Leaders:                                       
Maria Gil-Flores, PharmD, President of NHPA

Region & Chapters Highlights:                                         
Debbie Pereles, RPh, Treasurer of NHPA                                               
Mark Diaz, MD, Advisor for NHPA

Graduation Ceremony

Keynote Speaker/Q&A:                                                
Sandra Leal, PharmD, MPH, FAPhA

 Networking Reception 



NHPA’s Mission 

and Vision 

 Mission:

 To empower Hispanic pharmacists and other members to improve 

the health of Hispanic populations in collaboration with public and 

private sector partners.

 Vision:

 To be the leading pharmacy organization for improving the health 

of Hispanic populations in the United States.
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NHPA Board of Directors

2023-2024
Maria Gil-Flores, PharmD

President

CVS Health District Leader

CVS Health

Maria Hearns-Rivas, PharmD, Aph, BCGP, CDE

Past President 

Ambulatory Care Clinical Pharmacist 

Kaiser Permanente

Lisa Marie Serrano-Eftychiou, PharmD

President-Elect

Pharmacy Manager

City of Hope

Debbie Pereles, RPh

Treasurer

Regional Health & Wellness Director

Walmart

Gabriela Cipriano, PharmD

Programs Committee Chair

Professor of Pharmacy

St. John Fisher College

Carolyn Ha, PharmD

Development Committee Chair

Director, Policy and Research 

Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America 

(PhRMA)

Mark Diaz, MD

Advisor

NHPA

Elena Rios, MD, MSPH, MACP

Executive Director

NHPA



NHPA Subcommittee 

Chairs
Anibal Ubaque, PharmD

Patient Education Chair

Pharmacy Manager 

Walmart

Jason M. Cota, PharmD, MS, BCIDP

Pipeline Chair 

Regional Medical Scientific Director - Infectious 

Diseases/Vaccines

Merck & Co 

Beatriz Manzor Mitrzyk, PharmD, BCPS, BCACP

Research Chair 

Assistant Professor 

University of Michigan 

Cynthia Perez, PharmD, MS

Legislative Chair

Health and Wellness Pharmacy Manager

Walmart

Amilda Medina, PharmD

Membership Chair 

Staff Pharmacist 

CVS



NHPA Regional Leaders

 NHPA Regional Directors 

 West: 
Yvonne Alva, PharmD (CA)

Pharmacist 

Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center

 Midwest:
Jenney Hendon, RPh, MBA (IL)

Regional Director North Central 

Sam’s Club  

 Southwest:
Chris Alvarado, PharmD, RPh (TX) 

Pharmacist

H-E-B

 Southeast: 

 Vacant

 Northeast: 

 Vacant 

 NHPA Assistant Regional Directors

 West:
Brandon Sainz (CA)

Pharmacy Student

Western University of Health Sciences – Pharmacy College

 Midwest: 

 Vacant

 Southwest: 
Nicole Aldover (TX) 

Pharmacy Student

The University of Texas at Austin – College of Pharmacy

 Southeast:
Dayana Pimentel-Dominguez (GA)

Pharmacy Student 

The University of Georgia College of Pharmacy 

 Northeast: 
Marina Rodriguez (NY)

Pharmacy Student

St. John Fisher College Wegmans School of Pharmacy



NHPA Student Chapters  

 Southeast:

 University of Georgia College of Pharmacy 

 University of Florida College of Pharmacy Orlando

 Northeast:  

 Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine School of 

Pharmacy 

 Temple University School of Pharmacy 

 Touro College of Pharmacy, New York

 By Region: 

 West: 

 University of California San Francisco School of 

Pharmacy

 Touro College of Pharmacy, California 

 University of Southern California School of Pharmacy 

 Midwest: 

 Concordia University Wisconsin School of Pharmacy

 University of Illinois at Chicago College of Pharmacy 

 Southwest:

 University of Arizona College of Pharmacy 

 University of North Texas at Fort Worth College of 

Pharmacy

 University of the Incarnate Word Feik School of 

Pharmacy 

 University of Houston College of Pharmacy 



NHPA Staff (NHHF/NHMA)

 Elena Rios, MD, MSPH, MACP 

 President, NHHF

 Executive Director, NHPA

 Jeanne Duvall

 Chief Financial Officer

 Candice Jimenez

 Associate Coordinator, NHHF 

 Dylan Garcia 

 Associate Director of 
Communications

 Claire Cantrell

 Communications Coordinator

 Zoey Keeley

 NHHF Intern



NHPA Region Highlights



Northeast Region Chapter Highlights



Temple University School of Pharmacy 



Temple University School of Pharmacy 



West Region Pharmacists and Chapter 

Highlights



West Region Pharmacists 

Dr. Eva Escobedo is an Ambulatory Care Clinical Pharmacist at Kaweah 

Health in Visalia, CA. She practices outpatient at Kaweah Health Tulare 

Clinic, a rural health clinic, and inpatient at Kaweah Health Medical 

Center. She serves as a preceptor for APPE students on Ambulatory Care 

rotation as well as PGY1 and PGY2 residents on Family Medicine rotation. 

Additionally, she serves as staff for the Kaweah Health Family Medicine 

Residency Program. 

Dr. Yesenia Gutierrez is an Ambulatory Care Pharmacist at 

UC Davis Medical Center in Davis, CA. She practices within 

the rheumatology and gastroenterology specialty clinics at 

UC Davis Health. 



West Region Pharmacists, continued 

Dr. Liseli Mulala is the Transitions of Care Pharmacist at Zuckerberg San 

Francisco General Hospital. As a Zambian -American who was raised in Lima, 

Peru Dr. Mulala is fluent in Spanish and proficient in French. She uses her 

language skills to try to improve health access, health equity and reduce 

disparities for Spanish speaking and other minoritized populations.

Dr. Mario Jimenez was the Director of Diversity Initiatives at Western 

University of Health Sciences for several years. Former Western States 

Director for NHPA. At WesternU he led an advanced rotation for students 

interested in developing a business plan for an independent pharmacy. He 

was the advisor for NCPA and the Essential Medical Spanish Workshop at 

WesternU. Today he continues to mentor past students. 



University of California 

San Francisco School of Pharmacy



University of California 

San Francisco School of Pharmacy



University of California 

San Francisco School of Pharmacy



University of California 

San Francisco School of Pharmacy



West Region Student Chapters 

UCSF pharmacy and 

medical school 

students with Dr. 

Eva Escobedo and 

Yvonne Alva at the 

Fresno Mexican 

Consulate 

UCSF and Touro

students and Dr. 

Liseli Mulala at the 

San Francisco 

Mexican Consulate 



West Region Student Chapters

USC students proving 

blood pressure and blood 

glucose screenings at the 

LA Central City 

Neighborhood Partners 

health event

UCSF pharmacy students 

and UC Davis medical 

students with Dr. Yesenia 

Gutierrez and Dr. Mark 

Diaz at the Sacramento 

Mexican Consulate 



Southwest Region Chapter Highlights



University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Dia De Los Muertos

Community Festival

Good Rx Community 

Health Pop Up



University of Houston 

College of Pharmacy 



Southeast Region Pharmacists and 

Chapter Highlights



Southeast Region Pharmacists Highlights

Dr. Brad Phillip

Faculty at the University of 

Florida- Orlando 

Dr. Yarelis Diaz Rohena

NCODA Fellow Oncology Advocacy 

Health Policy & Equity 



Southeast Region Student 

Chapters

•Invite Hispanic pharmacist to speak to 
members to network and learn 

•Creative fundraisers to increase 
chapter funds for members 

Lake Erie College 
of Osteopathic 

Medicine School 
of Pharmacy

•Medical Spanish terminology sessions & 
minority leadership panel 

•Fundraising for Puerto Rico and 
Dominican Republic hurricane relief 

University of 
Florida College of 

Pharmacy-
Orlando Campus

•HPV education outreach at largest flea 
market in Georgia

•Peachtree Latino Festival in Atlanta GA

University of 
Georgia College 

of Pharmacy 



University of Georgia 

College of Pharmacy 



University of Florida 

College of Pharmacy Orlando



NHPA Class of 2023 Graduates



Marissa Flores

Nova Southeastern University 

College of Pharmacy 

Graduates in Attendance Today

Emily Nguyen

University of California San 

Francisco School of Pharmacy



Vivian Huang 

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Cristina Bonillas

University of Arizona 

College of Pharmacy 

Southwest Region Graduates 



Mario Sanchez

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Omar Meza

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Marisol Valdiva

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Jaclyn Juarez

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Samantha Zimmerman

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Oscar Diaz

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Anita Perez

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Ysabel Padilla

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Daniel Tellez

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Natalie Hogan

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 

Southwest Region Graduates, continued

Danielle DeCuir

University of Arizona College of 

Pharmacy 



Alyssa Guerrero

University of North Texas at Fort Worth 

College of Pharmacy

Arturo Herrera II

University of North Texas at Fort Worth 

College of Pharmacy

Elizabeth Rivera 

University of North Texas at Fort Worth 

College of Pharmacy

Bryndan Arredondo 

University of North Texas at Fort 

Worth College of Pharmacy

Southwest Region Graduates, continued



Janille Miranda

University of California San Francisco 

School of Pharmacy

Daniel Oliveira 

University of California San 

Francisco School of Pharmacy

Emily Leon

University of California San Francisco 

School of Pharmacy

Jazmin Valencia Chavez 

University of California San Francisco 

School of Pharmacy

West Region Graduates



Alec Barajas

University of California San Francisco School 

of Pharmacy

Teresa Mendoza

University of California San Francisco School 

of Pharmacy

Juan Peña

University of California San 

Francisco School of Pharmacy

Arnold Contreras

University of California San 

Francisco School of Pharmacy

Jazmin Valencia Chavez 

University of California San 

Francisco School of Pharmacy

West Region Graduates, continued



Danielle Vargas

University of Illinois at Chicago College of 

Pharmacy 

Marisol Wences

University of Illinois at Chicago College of 

Pharmacy 

Midwest Region Graduates

Daisy Barron

University of Illinois at Chicago College 

of Pharmacy 



NHPA Member Graduate

Liliana Perez

Southwestern Oklahoma State 

University College of Pharmacy 



Keynote Speaker: Dr. Sandra Leal 
Sandra Leal is the Vice President of Pharmacy Practice Innovation 

and Advocacy responsible for launching innovative healthcare 

initiatives to enable pharmacy health services. Sandra joined CVS 

Health as Vice President for Clinical Strategy and Collaborative 

Innovation with Aetna, Medical Affairs in 2021. 

Before CVS Heath, Sandra has held various positions in the health 

care industry ranging from public health clinician, medical director, 

President of the Association of Clinicians for the Underserved, the 

National Center for Farmworker Health, and the American 

Pharmacist Association. Her most recent position was as Chief 

Executive Officer for SinfoniaRx and Executive Vice President for 

Tabula Rasa HealthCare.

Sandra received her Doctorate in Pharmacy from the University of 

Colorado and her Master of Public Health from the University of 

Massachusetts. She completed a residency at the VA in Southern 

Arizona and a Primary Care Policy Fellowship with the Department 

of Health and Human Services. 

To learn more about Sandra, follow her on LinkedIn, 

https://linkedin.com/in/slealrx



Q&A



Connect with Us!

@NHPharmacists

@NHPharmacists

www.nhmafoundation.org/nhpa @NHPharmacists

National Hispanic Pharmacists 
Association

(202) 628-5895


